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U.S. Customs and Border Control 
pre-clearance service now offered 
at General Aviation terminal 




Crimea military town splits 
as Russia moves In 


PEREVALNE (AFP) - Surly 
and dejected, many Ukrain¬ 
ian soldiers at Perevalne base 
m Crimea deserted tharposts 
Friday crossing groups of 
buoyant Russian soldiers 
moving in -- but ?00 were 
said to be resisting. 

Overwhelmed by supenor 
force and on the day Russia 
formally claimed the Black 
Sea pemiisula as its territory, 
tlie biggest base still holding 


out against a creeping montli- 
long rnvasion was slowly 
giving up 

"Don't worry mum. I'm 
picking up my tilings and 
tlien I'm coming home," one 
soldier in a camouflage uni¬ 
form was heard saying on tlie 
phone as Russian troops 
raised their flag at the mam 
enti'ance to tlie h ase. 

Cont. Page 6 


US slams Turkey's Twitter ban 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Tlie 
United States on Fnday lut 
out at Turkey's b aiming of tlie 
onlme social network Twitter 
and urged Ankara to restore 
access to what it called "basic 
communication tools ■ 

State Department spokes¬ 
woman Jen Psaki said an 
order to prevent Turks from 
accessing the US frrm's 
micro-blogging site was 
"contrary to Turkey's own 


expressed desire to be a 
model of democracy" 

■The United States sup¬ 
ports freedom of expression 
in Turkey and opposes any 
action to encroach on the 
right to free speech," she told 
reporters. 

■We urge tlieTiukish gov- 
emnient to unblock its citi¬ 
zens' access to Twitter and 
ensure free access to all so¬ 
cial media platforms " 


OAS bars press for 
session on Venezuela 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - The Organization 
of Amencan States decided Fnday to close 
to the press a session at which a prominent 
Venezuelan opposition lawmaker was ex¬ 
pected to speak to the regional body 
The DAS's pennanent counicil voted 22 to 
11 111 favor of barring tlie press, with mem¬ 
ber abstaining. 

Page 6 



'Stop doing evil,' 
pope tells mafia 
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Smith Blvd. 160, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Walking distance fn>m low rise hotels 

Tel: (297) 583-8899 

£-maih promenade@setarnet.aw 
Visit us at: www,pronienadeariiba.cam 



Qua lily vehicles; economy and compod' can, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives wrth oir eondidoning 
^ Attractive daily & weekly rates,^ 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 
i a Courteous on-time service. 


Offices oh 

5:00 om to 11:00 om 


om to 6:00 pm 


E-mail; budgelanibaSiefiTrnef.flw - www.hudgetamba.cani 

AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LHIENSEE 




Malaysia asks 
US for undersea 
survelllanca 
gaarIn Jet 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Malaysia on Fnday asked 
the Umted States to provide 
undersea surveillance tech¬ 
nology to help in the search 
far the wreckage of a nuss- 
ing airliner, Pentagon offi¬ 
cials said. 

The request came as a near 
two-week search failed to 
find any debris from the 
Boeing777 tiiat disappeared 
off the radar after taking off 
from Kuala Lumpur on 
Marchs 

Cont. Pagefi 
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U.S. Customs and Border Control pre-clearance 
service now offered at General Aviation terminal 



L to R: James Grimes, Peter Steinmetz, Dylan DeFrancfsl, FM Mike Eman, Hormazd 
Kanga, Claudio Stamper, Mnister Otmar Oduber and Minister Mike deMeza 


ORANJESTAD - Aniba's 
Rem a Beatrix International 
Airport has the distmetiDn of 
being the only Canbbean 
country offeimg U.S. Cus¬ 
toms and Border Control 
(CBP) pre-clearance for trav¬ 
elers to the U S. Imnii grail on 
services were first offered 
here in 1985, followed by a 
fiill customs clearEtnce station 
in 1994 

On the southern side of the 
airport's tarmac is General 
Aviation, winch receives and 
processes private fliglits in and 
out of Aruba. In !1D0S, plans 
were laid to establish another 
pre-clearance station for tlie 
temnnal, to accommodate ap¬ 
proximately 3Q0 private 
flights firom the U.S. deploy¬ 
ing the faality annually. 

Prime Minister Mike 
Eman was very pleased to 
welcome CBP Director firom 
Washington D.C., Dylan De- 


Francis ci, who had previ¬ 
ously served six years as 
Amba's CBP Port Director, 
for the ribbon cutting of a 
new station witlnii the Gen¬ 
eral Aviation terminal on 
Thursday afternoon, March 
20. Tlie current CBP Director 
Arab a, James Gnmes, also 
attended with Ottowa CBP 
Chief Ellyn a Larsen, 
presently Acting Director for 
the Canbbean Region. 

Director DeFraiicisci gave 
a brief history of the CBP, 
whi ch was e stab li shed in 
2D02 as a response to the 
9/11 attack. It is now the 
largest law enforcement 
agency within the Depart¬ 
ment of Homeland Security, 
by combining four important 
branches of immigration, 
customs and border patrol. 

Df the 329 ports of eiitiy 
in the U.S and overseas 
under their authority Ifi are 


pre-clearance stations such as 
exist on Aruba. Tlie island 
ranks with Canada, Ireland, 
The Bahamas, and Bermuda, 
with tlie newest CBP station 
111 Abu Dhabi, UAE. The first 
such pre-clearance station 
was established in Toronto, 
Canada in 1952. He ex¬ 
pressed that pre-clearance is 
an important part of the CBP 
border strategy and tliey an¬ 
ticipated many more such fa¬ 
cilities to come. 

"While our primary mis¬ 
sion IS to prevent terrorists 
and terronst weapons firom 
entering the U.S.," explained 
Director DeFrancisci,. "we 
are also responsible for facil¬ 
itating legitimate trade and 
travel, apprehending individ¬ 
uals attempting to enter ille¬ 
gally or wanted on charges, 
into the U.S., preventing the 
entry of illegal drugs or other 
contraband, safeguarding 


U.S. agnculture fi'om harm¬ 
ful pests and diseases, and 
protecting American busi¬ 
nesses from intellectual prop¬ 
erty theft." 

Representing the U.S. 
Consul for the Dutch 
Caribbean was Management 
Officer Hormazd J. Kanga 
fi'om their headquarters in 
Curacao. Island digmtaries 
joining the Pnme Minister 
for tlie op ening of tlie facility 
were the Minister of Eco¬ 
nomic Affairs, Communica¬ 
tions, Energy and 
Eiivironment, Mike de Meza 
and Minister of Tourism, 
Transport, and Pnmary Sec¬ 
tor Otniar Oduber, who came 
to the podium to say a few 
words. Also present was the 
Head of the Aruba Depart¬ 
ment of Foreign Affairs, 
Andy Lee, who was involved 
ill tlie negotiations for estab¬ 
lishing the CBP station 

Welcoming tlieiii was the 
CEO of tlie Aruba Airport 
Audio nty (AAA) Peter 
Steiiimetz, and the Director 
□f General Aviation, Claudio 
Stamper. Mr Steinmetz de- 
scnbed the CBP Aruba sta¬ 
tion purpose as not only 
improving U.S. security, but 
also anmiproved travel expe- 
nence for tliose departing 
from Arub a, saving them 
time and further travel stress 
upon arriving ho me. It is also 
beneficial to airlines, as the 
result IS shorter turn around 
times at domestic gates. 

"Tlie bonds of friendship 
between tlie Umted States and 
Aruba are very strong," Mr. 
Kanga told tlie gatliemig, 
"tliouscQids of American citi¬ 
zens visit Aruba each year, 
tliey enj oy the warm weatlier 
and also the wanii welcome 
they receive finoiii tlie people of 
Aruba Thousfsids of Arubans 


visit tlie U.S. as well...in addi¬ 
tion to our strong people ties, 
we share a coiiinutmenl to 
combating narcotics traffick- 
mg, and we haDii'e partnerships 
in all areas of law enforce¬ 
ment." He also extended con¬ 
gratulations to Pnme Mimster 
Email for his commitment to 
the use of renewable energy 
and tlie eiiviroDiiient, and his 
vision and leadership for the 
direction m winch he is taking 
Aruba regarding tliese impor¬ 
tant issues 

This was a landmark mo¬ 
ment for Aruba and the CPB, 
which Prime Minister Eman 
described as "a proud day 
and important milestone for 
our national airport...we see 
tins in the context of a facility 
that will accommodate the 
travelers to the U.S., now 
also for private flights. But 
we should also see it in a 
broader and deeper context. 
When nations were first 
forming, one of the first 
tilings tliey did were to con¬ 
solidate and create borders, 
to guarantee tlieir territorial 
iiitegnty and mark their juns- 
diction. It IS based upon trust 
and confidence when we see 
countnes begin to eliminate 
the borders. When you reach 
that point, it means tliat you 
share values and vision with 
the kind of society you would 
like to create, legally and so¬ 
cially. Naturally, it is difficult 
for the U S. and Aruba to 
wholly eliminate borders, as 
we not neighbonng coun¬ 
tries, we have a vast ocean m 
between, but the best we can 
do, IS what we are doing 
today, and what we did 27 
years ago; we are expressing 
our mutual sense of trust and 
confidence between two na¬ 
tions." 

By Rosalie Klein 
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Condolences on the 
tragic passing of 
Ashok Ramchandani 


OP^.ANJE3TAD -- It is witli great sadness that management 
and staff ofTHE MORNING NEWS offers sincere condo¬ 
lences to the family of Ashok Ramchandani, who was lost 
to the Aruban commumty during a car accident yesterday 
maniing. 

Mr. Ramchandani was an important member of tlie is¬ 
land commurnty and had a strong impact in its commerce. 
He was a major shareholder in such important projects as 
Palm Beach Plaza, Pricesmart, and brought Canbhean Cin¬ 
emas to the Aruba He had recently opened an Indian spe¬ 
cialty store in Oranjestad, among many other business 
interests. 

Mr. Ramchandani was lughly influential among bs In¬ 
dian comp atriots, and readily offered bs assistance to many 
charitable causes. Along witli bs fiiends and family, THE 
MORNING NEWS was very saddened to learn of his un¬ 
timely demise. 
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April 1st; Deadline for 
submission of 2014 
Personnel Registry 


ORANJESTAD - The De¬ 
partment of Labor has re¬ 
cently issued a special 
bulletin to remind all em¬ 
ployers to submit tlie 3D13- 
2D14 Personnel Registry by 
April 1st, 2014. Tins is in 
keeping with the labor law. 
Ordinance 30, paragraph 2. 
Tbs law stipulates that all 
employers have an obligation 
to submit the registry of all 
personnel in their employ. 

The registry consists of 
three parts actual personnel 
as of December 31, 2013, 
their personnel needs for 
2014 (in accordance with the 
Manpower Planning), and 
the need for personnel for 
specific projects. Together 
with the forms, tliey are to 
add explanations of the defi¬ 
nition of the terminology 
used for the 2Q13-2014 reg¬ 
istry. 

Whei’eto get the registry 
forms 2013 - 20147 

Tliese can he downloaded 
via the website www.over- 
heid.aw or 

wwwgobierno.aw. Or, one 


can visit file DAO offices and 
collect file foniis m person on 
file L.G.Smith Blvd. 134 or at 
fiieir offices in San Nicolaas 
or by sending an email to ar- 
b ei d smarkto n d erz o ek @hot - 
mail.com and request the 
form and pick it up witli a fill 
out manual at file maia office 
on LG Smith Blvd 134 or 
tlieir branch in San Nicolas. 

Employers witli more tlian 
one outlet must fill out a 
fomi for all employees and 
indicate wbch employees 
circulate b etween out! ets. 
Tins year DAO is requesting 
that the forms be submited 
digitally in the Excel spread¬ 
sheet foniiat. Tlie informa¬ 
tion may be scanned and sent 
via email to DAD. 

Tlie Personnel Registry 
must be submitted before the 
deadline date of Apnl 
lst,2D14 to the ojBfices of 
DAD. For more information 
contact telephones 5S3-7720 
extension 279, or 234, or 
223. Office hours are firom 
S OD to 12 and from 1:D0 to 
4,D0pm 


Mary Anderson honored at the 

Tamarijn 



Recently Mary Anderson 
was honored at the Tamar- 
ijn. The cei'emony was; con¬ 
ducted by Jonathan 
Boekhoudt of Aiuba 
Tom’ism Authority in the 
presence of htr lifelong 
friHids made in Aruba. 

Mary was gianted the 
Goodwill Ambassador cei- 
tificatem coimnemoratifln 
of her 20 consecutive vi.nts 
to our island. Maiy and 
company jjust celebrated St. 
Patrick’s Day followed by 


Aruba's Flag Anthem friends and Mr. Bi’adley 
Day at the Tamarijn. Vei’sprey from the Tamar- 

Pictured are Mary witli i|n. 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco/Cable TV 
Free Internet i Library t Swimming Pool f Laundry t Fitness Room 
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Mon - Fd: flam-7pm. Sat&Sun: Sam-Spnn 


697 / 583-7484 Fax; 583-5203 
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Cas Animal Coni'd 



Homeless island puppies find happy homes in the U.S. 

thanks to dog loving tourists 


Judith Collins takes Vida to a new home in the U.S 


ORANJESTAD - Our con¬ 
tinuing coverage of Cas Ani¬ 
mal Foundation of Aruba, 
which IS dedicated to rescu¬ 
ing abandoned and abused 
dogs offisland streets, ideally 
to be placed in a good home, 
has had many encouraging 
events to report over tlie last 
fewmondis. No matter how 
badly injured or weaken by 
diseased, Cas Animal 
founder, Kirsten Arndt, has 
discovered hundreds of times 
over that with proper medical 
care, frightened, injured and 
abused dogs and puppies can 
be rehabilitated to be a won¬ 
derful friend to a loving per¬ 
son. Often, their afflictions 
are only superficial, but ren¬ 
dering them unattractive, 
which IS no reason, in 
Kirsten's opinion, to depnve 
them of a happy life and the 
chance to be a loyal, loving 
companion. 

The foundation's mission 
IS to build Aruba's first no- 
kill animal shelter, but the 
piimaiy goal aside from pro¬ 
viding a pemianent shelter 


for the unwanted, is to place 
the rescued dogs in loving 
homes. For the last six 
months Cas Animal has been 
experiencing exceptional 
success along this lines. A re¬ 
cent partnering with a fre¬ 
quent visitor, Pennsylvanian 
resident and dog champion. 
Brandy Hawk has provided a 
steady stream of prospective 
"parents 

Brandy personally 

adopted two adult dogs and a 
puppy, which got a last 
minute repneve from being 
put down by local animal 
control services. She staunch 
supp orter of Aruba establish¬ 
ing a no-kill dog shelter, and 
IS actively recruiting all her 
friends and other like-minded 
individuals to join her in 
adopting island dogs and sup¬ 
porting the project. She has 
had remarkable positive re¬ 
ception and discovered many 
Aruba and dog lovers like 
herself who wish to partici¬ 
pate 

Unfortunately, Brandy 
cannot travel down to Aruba 


every time a home has been 
found for an island dog, so a 
call goes out to island visitors 
who are returning home to 
put a dog on their ticket, and 
escort them to her waiting 
arms. Such a lucky canine 
■!.vas Vida, a slightly older dog 
who had to remain in Aruba 
for treatment before being 
certified healthy enough to be 
admitted to tlie U.S. 

Brandy was snutten with 
Vida, managing to rescue her 
from being put down as a su¬ 


perfluous animal, and has 
been eagerly awaiting her ar- 
nval. Judith Collins of 
Philadelphia, a veterai visitor 
to Aruba, was more than 
h app y to accommodate, 
adding Vida to her ticket for 
the Inp home. All expenses 
for such favors, including 
travel carriers, are taken care 
of by the foundation or the 
new ovimers of the dog. 

Juditli is a veterinary as¬ 
sistant who years ago was 
part of a massive effort by 


ARF, Animal Relief Founda¬ 
tion Aruba, which also seeks 
to connect homeless island 
dogs with loving homes in 
tlie U.S She came with a 
team of veterinanans who 
conducted a marathon five- 
day program of free spaying 
and neutering, operating on 
hundreds of animals, to re¬ 
duce the island's unwanted 
dog population. Cas Animal 
IS making it their mission to 
again ho st such an event. 

Continued on p g 5 
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Annual 

report of Aruba 
Advisory Board 
prosontod to 
Governor 



□RANJESTAD - Recentiy. 

Chainnaii of the Aruba Ad¬ 
visory Board, Mr. Fnts 
Go edge drag presented Gov¬ 
ernor Fredis PyefLinjol with 
the 2Q13 annual report 
which was just published. 

Besides containing a re¬ 
sume of all the work done 
by the Advisory Board, the 
report also has the Board^s 
vision on Aruba's public fi¬ 
nances. 

Interested persons can 
also read the report on the 
Advisory Board's website 
www.rva.aw. Photo shows 
Governor P^efunjol accept¬ 
ing the report from Mr. 
Goedgedrag. 
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Cas Animal Cont’d 
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If you have taken, on. tempo¬ 
rary care o f an Amba dog you 
have met dunng your vaca¬ 
tion, it IS easy to take tliem 
back with you. Cas Animal 
has assisted many in this 
process. Call Kirsten at 742- 
S732 and she will help you 
step by step to acquire die pa¬ 
pers and a earner needed to 
take one home. As this story 


demonstrates, this is done 
regularly and many happy 
owners find great pleasure in 
being reminded every day of 
Aruba by their loving new 
companion. 

If you are willing to trans¬ 
port a dog b ack to the U. S. or 
Europe to a happy new home, 
please also contact the foun¬ 
dation, as tlus IS a service of 


which it IS always m need. 
Air Tran does not take dogs 
unless they are "comfort 
dogs," but all otlier airlines 
are quite accommodating 
The medical and feeding 
costs of all the rescued ani¬ 
mals under foundation carers 
never ending 

Presently there are about 
5D, and tliere are new addi¬ 


tions almost weekly, As 
many as possible are 
processed for adoption, but 
there will always be tliose too 
injured or disable, at which 
most balk at tlie responsibil¬ 
ity. These are assured of the 
proper care and love within 
the foundation's shelter 
Those wishing to support 
Kirsten's work with dona¬ 


tions can do so in the fonn of 
payment to the Cas Ammal 
Foundation account at the 
Contreras Veterinary Clinics, 
call, 5S7-0917. 

Donations can also be 
made directly to the fijunda- 
tion's account: Cas Ammal 
Foundation, CMB Bank ac¬ 
count # 25762110. 
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Crimea military town splits 
as Russia moves In 

Cpnt. from pg 1 


In anatlierpart of the sprawl¬ 
ing faality, dozens □£ young 
soldiers were seen movmg in 
witli crates and sleeping mats 
as the Ukramians brought out 
tlieir own cases. 

One Ukrainian soldier 
said about 20 percent of the 
estimated 1,000 troops of the 
base were staying at their 
posts, 40 percent had pledged 
allegiance to the new pro- 
Moscow government and 40 
percent had returned to 
Ukraine's mainland. 

■I'm one of the ones stay¬ 
ing. I swore an oath,” said the 
young soldier, who declined 
to be named, as he embraced 
Ins girlfriend and young 
daughter who came to visit 


him 

The situation at Ferevalne 
illustrated the confusion at 
many bases in Crimea, where 
even Ukraiman soldiers under 
siege move around freely and 
there are often local agree¬ 
ments between Russian and 
Ukraiman troops 

One middle-aged woman 
at a bus stop surrounded by 
housing blacks m tlie dilapi¬ 
dated town nest to the base 
said her son was also still 
holding out. 

"I'm for a free and united 
Ukraine!" said the woman, 
who also preferred to remain 
anonymous, as around 100 
Russian troops were seen pa¬ 
trolling the area. 


'Stop doing evil, 

ROME (AFP) - Pope Francis 
called on the mafra to "stop 
doing evil" as he met rela¬ 
tives of tlieir victims on Fri¬ 
day to demonstrate the 
Catholic Church's opposition 
to organised crime. 

Over a thousand people 
attended prayers with the 
pope at a church near the Vat¬ 
ican, where a list of S42 
names of victims of mafia vi¬ 
olence were read out -- in¬ 
cluding butchered toddlers 
and renowned anti-mafia 
Judge Giovatmi Falcone, 
blown up m his car m 1992. 

Tlie meeting was an at¬ 
tempt to draw a line under 
tlie Church's lustone ties witli 
dons claiming to be God¬ 
fearing Catliolics. 

■Men and women of the 
mafia., change your way of 
life. Stop doing evil, can- 
vert," the pontiff said 

■There is still time to 
avoid ending up in hell, 
winch is where you are gomg 
if you continue down tins 
path,” Francis warned the 
country's mafiosi. 

He told Italy's mob sters to 
relinquish their "blood¬ 
stained money" winch "can¬ 
not be taken into paradise.^ 
Francis "wants to make it 
known that the gospel and 
tlie mafia, tlie gospel and cor- 
ruption, the gospel and ille¬ 
gality caimot go hand in 
hand,^ father Marcello Cozzi, 
deputy president of the anti- 
mafia Libera assoinatioii, told 
AFP aliead of the ceremony. 

Numerous priests fight 
against the Cosa Nostra in 
Sicily, the 'Ndrangheta in 
Calabna and tlie Cam on a in 
Naples -- sometimes paying 
for their bravery with their 
lives — but the Italian Church 
also has a darker side. 

Mafia dons have Instori- 


pope tells mafia 

cally attended mass, often re¬ 
ceiving lavish franerals and 
presenting themselves as 
good Catholic benefactors, 
stepping 111 to serve local res¬ 
idents where the state has 
failed to help. Tliey also 
claim to live by a "code of 
honour". 

Cozzi said the murder o f a 
three-year-old tins week m 
mafia retaliation was the lat¬ 
est proof that such a code did 
not exist, and has never done 
so. 

"In die list of victims' 
names there are at least SO 
minors A mafia which does 
not kill children does not 
exist, they have always killed 
children,■ he said 

- 'An open wound' - 

Tlie Church has long been 
marred by reports of finan¬ 
cial comiption, with the Vat¬ 
ican Bank embroiled in 
claims of mafia iiioney-laiui- 
denng. 

It was the mam share¬ 
holder of the Banco Ani- 
brosiano, which collapsed m 
1932 amid accusations of 
mafia association. Its chair¬ 
man Fmberto Calvi — dubbed 
■God'^s Banker" --was found 
hanging from a London 
bridge that year in a sus¬ 
pected murder by mobsters 

Francis has moved fast 
since Ins election lastyeai' to 
clean up the Vatican's scan¬ 
dal-plagued finances, setting 
up a commission tasked with 
reform and inviting in exter¬ 
nal auditors. Suspect ac¬ 
counts have been closed or 
flagged up for deeper inspec¬ 
tion 

Tlie dirty accounts "are an 
open wound", and if the 
Church IS serious about tack¬ 
ling organised crime, full 
transparency is the first step, 
Cozzi said. 
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Malaysia asks 
US for Hndorsoa 
survolllancs 
gear In Jet 

Cent, from p g 1 

In a phone call to Pentagon 
chief Chuck Hag el, 
Maleiysia's defense minister 
and acting transport mimster 
Hishammuddin Hussein "re¬ 
quested that the US consider 
providing some undersea 
surveillance equipment/ 
Pentagon spokesman Rear 
Admiral John Kirby said. 
Hag el assured his counter¬ 
part that he would "assess 
the availability andutdity of 
military undersea technol¬ 
ogy for such a task and pro¬ 
vide him an update in the 
very near ftiture," Kirby said 
in a statement. 

Officials did not say pre¬ 
cisely what equipment the 
Pentagon might provide but 
the US military has invested 
heavily in robotic technol¬ 
ogy desrgned for undersea 
surveillance against enemy 
submannes or torpedoes 
Tlie Malaysran minister 
thanked Hagel for the US 
Navy's assistance in the 
search fiir Malaysia Airlines 
Flight 370, which disap¬ 
peared witli 239 passengers 
and crew in an unprece¬ 
dented aviation mystery. 
Two US Navy mantime sur¬ 
veillance planes, a P-3 Dnon 
and P-3 Poseidon, have been 
taking part m the search. 

The P-3 has flown with Aus¬ 
tralian aircraft in a search of 
the soutliem Indian Ocean, 
while the P-3 which had 
been combing an area m the 
Bay of Bengal -- is due to 
join the search in the soutli- 
enizone, officials said. 


OAS bars press for session on 
Venezuela 


Cout< from p 1 

"“Tlie abjective of this meet¬ 
ing is not to turn itself into a 
circus for an outside audi¬ 
ence as some representatives 
have shown tliey want to do," 
Brazil's ambassador said, ex¬ 
plaining his country's vote m 
favor of closing tlie session 

Among the countries vot¬ 
ing with Brazil to keep out 
the press were Nicaragua, 
Uru^iay, El Salvador, Ar¬ 
gentina, Venezuela, Bolivia 
and all but one of the 
Caribbean countnes. Barba¬ 
dos abstained. 

Panama was among the 
members voting against bar¬ 
ring tlie press 

"I don't see why there has 
to be seicrecy "said that coun¬ 
try's Ambassador Arturo Val- 
lariiio. 

Panama had accredited 
Venezuelan lawmalcer Maria 
Coniia Machado to its dele¬ 


gation so she could speak 
about the situation in 
Venezuela where 31 people 
have been killed anti-govern¬ 
ment protests since February 
4. 

Voting with Panama 
against closing the OAS ses¬ 
sion were the United States, 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, 
Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, 
Costa Paca, Guatemala and 
Honduras 

Machado is a proponent, 
along witli jailed opposition 
leader Leopoldo Lopez, of an 
opposition strategy called 
"the exit" which seeks to 
force President Nicolas 
Maduro's resignation under 
p re ssure o f street protests. 

The government is tlireat- 
emng to strip her of her par¬ 
il anient ary immunity and 
charge her with murder over 
the street protests. 
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Kenya legalises polygamy without wife's consent 


NAIROBI (AFP) - Kenya's 
parliament has passed a bill 
all a wing men to marry as 
many women as they want, 
prompting a fun dus backlash 
from female lawmakers who 
stormed out, reports said Fri¬ 
day 

Tlie hill, which amended 
existing marriage legislation, 
was passed late on Thursday 
to formalise customary law 
about marrying more than 
one person. 

Tlie proposed hill had ini¬ 


tially given a wife the nghtto 
veto the husband's choice, 
but male members of parlia¬ 
ment overcame party divi¬ 
sions to push tlirough a text 
that dropped this clause 

■When you marry an 
African woman, she must 
know the second one is on 
tlie way, and a tlurd wife .. 
tlus is Africa^" MP Junet Mo- 
hanimed told the house, ac¬ 
cording to Nairobi's Capital 
FM. 

As in many parts of Africa 


polygamy is common among 
traditional communities in 
Kenya, as well as among tlie 
country's Muslim commu- 
mty, wliich accounts for up to 
a fifth of the population. 

"Any time a man comes 
home with a woman, that 
would be assumed to be a 
second or third wife," said 
Samuel Chepkong'a, chair¬ 
man of tlie Justice and Legal 
Affairs Committee, the Daily 
Nation newspaper reported. 

"Under customary law. 


AFP reporter, family among nine killed in 

Kabul hotel attack 



KABUL (AFPf - In this picture 
taken on yesterday, Sardar 
Ahmad, 40, a Kabul based staff 
reporter at the Agence France- 
Presse (AFP) news agency 
poses for a photo at the AFP 
office in Kabul hours before 
he, his wife and two of his 
three children were gunned 
down when four teenage gun¬ 
men attacked KabuPs Serena 
hotel. An AFP staff photogra¬ 
pher identified thefour bodies 
at a city hospital and said the 
family's youngest son was un¬ 
dergoing emergency treatm^ 
after being badly wounded in the attack. Four teenage gunmen witft pistols hidden 
in their socks managed to penetrate several laya's of security at tfie Serena hotel 
killing at least nine civilians. 




wamen ar wives you have 
mamed do not need to be 
told when you're coimiig 
home witli a second or third 
wife. Any lady you bring 
home is your wife," he added 

Female MPs stormed out 
of the late-night session in 
fury after a heated debate. 

"We know that men are 
afraid of women's tongues 
more than any tiling else," fe¬ 
male legislator Soipan Tuya 
told fellow MPs, according to 
Capital FM. 

"But at the end of the dav, 
if you are the man of the 
house, and you choose to 
bnng on anotlier party -- and 
they may be two or three -- I 
think it behoves you to be 
man enough to agree that 
your wife and fanuly should 
know," she added 

Parli amentary maj onty 
leader Aden Duale, a Mus¬ 
lim, said that men marrying 
more than one woman was 
part of the Islamic faith, but 
also highlighted Biblical sto¬ 
nes to justify Christians not 
asking tlieir wife before tak¬ 
ing another 

Women are not allowed to 
marry more than one man in 
Kenya. 

The bill must now pass be¬ 
fore the president to be 
signed before becommg law. 


seeks US 


of jailed 
Cubans 

MONTEVIDEO (AFP) - 
Uruguay's President Jose 
Mujica said Friday he has 
asked Washington to release 
Cuban prisoners held in the 
Umted Slates in return for 
his country taking Guan¬ 
tanamo detainees. 

Mujica said his govern¬ 
ment had agreed to receive 
detainees from tlie US mili¬ 
tary prison as a human nghts 
matter. 

But on Friday the 
Uruguayan leader said nego¬ 
tiations for the transfer were 
"far from concluded" -- and 
he had a request of Ins own. 

"We are not doing tins for 
money or for material 
things," he said "But we 
have no qualms in asking the 
North American govemment 
to please do what is possible 
to release those two or three 
Cuban p ns oners who have 
been there for many years, 
because that is also shame¬ 
ful," Mujica said. 

The Uruguayan leader did 
not name the Cuban pnson- 
ers but he appeared to be re- 
fernng to three Cubans 
convicted in a 1993 spy case 
in Flonda that has been a 
major thorn in US relations 
with Havana. 

Two of the onginal 
"Cuban Five" have been re¬ 
leased after serving out their 
sentences, one last month 
and the otlier m tQ 11. 

The men were part of a 
spy nng that infiltrated the 
Key West Naval Air Station 
and Cuban exile groups in 
Miami. 

Mujica, a former leftist 
guerrilla, said the negotia¬ 
tions over the Guantanamo 
detainees depended on "var¬ 
ious decisions beyond our 
reach " 

He said the detainees 
would be treated as "free 
men" in Uruguay and a two 
year prohibition against their 
leaving the country would be 
" a voluntary gesture by them 
to get out of this shame fill 
situation, and not sometlnng 
we would impose." 

Transfers out of Guan¬ 
tanamo have increased re¬ 
cently, tlie latest taking place 
this month when an Algenan 
was repatriated after spend¬ 
ing 12 years at the pnson 
without a trial. 
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Britain prosecutes 
first female genital 
mutilation case 



LON¬ 
DON (AFP) - A London da c- 
lor and another man have 
become the first people Id be 
charged in Britain over fe¬ 
male genital mutilation, state 
prosecutors announced on 
Friday 

Dr. Dh anus on Dhar- 
masena, dL is accused ofre- 
p erf Diming an FGM 
procedure on a woman who 
gave birth at his hospital in 
November 201]' following 
damage caused by labour. 

Another man, Hasan Mo- 
hamed, 40, is accused of in¬ 
tentionally encouraging an 
offence of FGM, and of aid¬ 
ing, abetting, counselling or 
procuring Dharmasena to 


CO m - 

mit the offence. 

It was not immediately 
clear what Mohamed's rela¬ 
tionship to the victim was, 
but he IS not a healthcare pro¬ 
fessional. 

Some 100 to 14D million 
girls and women globally are 
thought to have undergone 
FGM, which ranges from re¬ 
moval of tlie clitons to more 
widespread mutilation, and 
can lead to infection and 
long-temi severe pain. 

Til ere have been increas¬ 
ing calls on police and the 
government to act, and last 
montli ministers mtroduced a 
new requirement on British 
hospitals to keep a record of 
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Cholesterol drug may help multiple sclerosis 
sufferers: report 


PARIS (AFP) - A cheap drug 
used to control blood choles¬ 
terol may also slow progres¬ 
sion of later-St age multiple 
sclerosis (MS), according to 


a study. 

Scientists found some evi¬ 
dence to suggest til at simvas¬ 
tatin may help fight MS a 
decade ago, but hirtlier 


small-scale tnals did not back 
up the findings 

Now, a larger study says 
there are encouraging signs 
that the cholesterol-reducing 
dmg can slow the develop¬ 
ment of MS when the disease 
reaches a chronic, crippling 
phase. 

MS IS a progressive disease 
of the brain and central nerv¬ 
ous system in which the im¬ 
mune system attacks a fatty 
insulative sheath around 
nerve fibres 

Tlie symptoms range from 
numbness and tingling to 
muscle weakness and 
spasms, cramps, nausea, de¬ 
pression and memory loss. 

About 10 to 15 years after 
diagnosis, the disease usually 
becomes clironic and patients 
start Id suffer more severe 
symptoms. The brain loses 
tissue, shrinking at a rate of 
about O.S percent of its vol¬ 
ume per year. 

Patients who took simvas¬ 
tatin also reported a similar 
number of side effects as 
tliose who were given the 
harmless placebo pill. 

Simvastatin, a type of 
statin anti-cholesterol treat¬ 
ment, IS a standard, low-cost 
drug designed to impede the 
buildup of fatty deposits in 
the blood vessels -- a major 
lisk for cardiovascular health. 


Cuba gives doctors big pay 
raise - to $64 a month 



HAVANA (AFP) - Cuba's doctors got a big pay raise Fri¬ 
day -to €4 dollars a month, the official Communist Party 
newspaper Granma said. The hike in pay from S25 a 
month was to reward health professionals for being the 
country's top source of hard currency export earnings. 
President Raul Castro last refected pay increases 
for other state workers, but said they were Justified for 
doctors, dentists and nurses "because at the moment 
the country's main income is due to the work of thou¬ 
sands of doctors overseas." Some S0,000 Cuban doc¬ 
tors and health specialists work in 66 countries. They 
bring in $8.2 billion a year into state coffers. The value 
of Cuban exports, by companson, totals only $5 billion 
a year. Cuban doctors earn tar more serving overseas 
than they do at home, but the lion's share of their 
salaries goes to the government. 
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The Muppets return for new escapade 



LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Wlule animated wizardry 
makes basically anything 
possible for filmmakers 
these days, there is some- 
tlung comforting about the 
Muppets returning m all 
their floppy, fiizzy puppet- 
ness, 

Kermit, Miss Piggy and 
the rest of the gang are back 
to entertain a new genera¬ 
tion of fans -- as well as the 
alder ones -- in "Muppets 
Most Wanted," released in 
the United States on Friday 

The new movie comes 
tliree years after [>isney re¬ 
vived the firancluse witli "Tlie 
Muppets,' which made $15S 
million and won a best song 
Oscar for "Man or Muppet." 

The iJOIl film was such a 
hit that Disney, which in 
20D4 bought the children's 
TV troupe created by Jim 
Henson, agreed to make a se¬ 
quel with tlie same director, 
James Bohm. 

The Briton and screen¬ 
writer Nicholas St oiler may 
be the same, but a new 
human cast tins time includes 
British comic Facky Gervais, 
and Americans Tina Fey and 
Ty Burrell 

"Muppets Most Wanted" 
opens where the last film left 
off vhth Kermit and co 
flushed firom their triumphant 
return to showbusiness. 

Their hintingly-named 

manager Dominic Badguy 


(Gervais) suggests a world 
tour, an idea seized on by all 
of them -- except Kermit -- 
httle suspecting that Badguy 
IS in reality working with 
Constantine, an evil Kermit 
double. 

Tlie film remains faithful 
to the Muppet traditions: 
plenty af hui, lots of musical 
numbers and featuring 
celebrity guest stars -- in tins 
case Celine Dion, making her 
film debut as Miss Piggy's 
fairy godmother 

Burrell, star of award-win¬ 
ning TV series "Modem 
Family,' plays Jean-Pierre 
Napoleon, a heavily-ac¬ 
cented French policeman 
who teams up with Sam the 
Eagle, patnotic and protec¬ 
tive of the Muppets, to hunt 
for Constantine. 

To speak English like a 
Frencliman, the actor worked 
with an accent coach. 

Tlie other challenge was 
working with puppets -- and 
legendary ones at that. 


"It's a little disc one erUiig at 
first to kind of see helimd the 
curtains so to speak, tlienyou 
get used to it very quickly," 
said Burrell, adding that he 
was astonished at how the 
puppeteers work. 

Burrell joked that he ended 
up treating the Muppets like 
real people 

Burrell acknowledged that 
he IS a life-long Muppet fan, 
having watched the original 
TV 'Muppet Show" as a 
cliild 

"I remember really dis¬ 
tinctly the opemng sequence 
and sitting with my dad and 
having (old menpupp et char¬ 
acters) Statler and Waldorf 
make some comments, and 
my dad just lauglnnghysten- 
cally,' he said. 

"Those are the kind of 
memories tliat stiick with you. 
’^When your dad or somebody 
you look up to finds some¬ 
thing funny, you really take 
note of that, you really pay 
attention to it 
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LOS ANGELES jAFP) - Mick dagger is being comforted 
by his daughters m Los Angeles after postponing a 
Rolling Stones tour following his giiifrtend's suicide in 
New York, a spokesman said Thursday. The grieving 
Stones frontman flew from Australia to California, where 
one of his daughters lives and two others are staying fol¬ 
lowing L'Wren Scotfs shock death. It remains unclear 
when the funeral will be held for the former model turned 
fashion designer, who was found hanged in her luxury 
aparbnerrt on Monday. His daughter Karls lives in Los 
Angeles, while Elizabeth and Georgia May are also stay¬ 
ing here, according to media reports. The Stones post¬ 
poned therr tour of Australia and New Zealand. 


N«w Star Wars to start 
filming in Britain in May 



LONDON {AFP) - The first new Star Wars movie for a 
decade will start filming in Britain in May, it was revealed 
Wednesday, and the loveable droid R2-D2 is among the 
cast. Filming will begin at Pinewood Studios outside 
London, where pre-production has been under way for 
several months. The movie, currently known only as 
"Star Wars: Episode VM", is being directed by JJ 
Abrams, known for the cult TV series "Lost" and the lat¬ 
est "Star Trek" movies. A statement on the official Star 
Wars website said the new film would feature three "new 
young leads" alongside "some very familiar faces". That 
will fuel speculation that the stars of the original trilogy 
-Mark Hamill, Harrison Ford and Carrie Fisher-will ap¬ 
pear in Episode VII. 
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Curbing pesticides will slash wheat 
yields: study 



PARIS (AFP) - France's win¬ 
ter wheat harvest could 
shnok by aver a tenth, if 
fanners meet targets to halve 
pesticide use, said a study 
Inghlighting the challenge of 
feeding Earth's growing pop¬ 
ulation. 

Tlie estimates come from 
field tnals where scientists 
compared yields to cuts in 
pesticide use. 

Extrapolated for the coun¬ 
try as a whole, halving pesti¬ 
cide use could mean a 
decline in winter wheat pro¬ 
duction of two to three mil¬ 
lion tonnes per year, the 
researchers said. 


This amounts to a reduc¬ 
tion of five to 13 percent of 
national production of winter 
wheat, and 15 percent of 
French wheat exports. 

Halving pesticide use 
"may not be profitable for 
fanners", the team wrote in 
tlie Nature journal Scientific 
Reports. 

With projections of an 
extra two billion mouths to 
feed by 3050 and a shortage 
of new farmland, increasing 
crop yield per hectare has 
never been as urgent. 

Pesticides played a cmcial 
role m doubling the average 
yield of cereal crops world¬ 


wide from 1960 to 1990, but 
tlieir impact on human health 
and biodiversity have made 
til era controversial. 

European farmers are en¬ 
couraged to limit pesticide 
use, cttid French environmen¬ 
tal policy targets a 5Q-per- 
cent reduction by 301S 
Now researchers have calcu¬ 
lated what tlie impact of such 
a p olicy is likely to b e. 

Tliey used data from 176 ex¬ 
perimental farming plots 
from four sites in France that 
compared yields for wheat 
grown with pesticides, with 
less pesticides,, or with none. 

Halving pesticide use 
would decrease input costs 
for winter wheat by about 6d 
euros per hectare in France, 
said the team. 

This means a yield loss of 
0.4 tonnes per hectare (SD 
euros lost per hectare) would 
be only partly compensated, 
at current wheat prices of 
more than 2DO euros ($2SO) 
per tonne 

Til ere might be gains in 
other areas, said tlie team, by 
reducing the cost, for exam¬ 
ple, of purifying pesticide- 
polluted water -- estimated at 
between four and 15 billion 
euros 111 France in 2Q11. 


Humans can detect one 
trillion smells: study 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - Tlie 
human nase can distinguish 
at least one tnllion different 
odors, millions more than 
previously estimated, US re¬ 
searchers said. 

For decades, scientists ac¬ 
cepted that humans could de¬ 
tect only 1D,D0Q scents, 
putting the sense of smell 
well below the capabilities of 
sight and heaniig 

P^e searchers have esti¬ 
mated that the human eye 
and its mere three receptors 
can distinguish several mil¬ 
lion colors and that the eai' 
can discnminate 340,DDO 
sounds. 

"Far smell, nobody ever 
took the time to test," re¬ 
searcher Vos shall said. 


They said our ancestors 
relied more on the sense of 
smell, but that refrigeration 
and tlie development of p er¬ 
sonal hygiene have limited 
0 dors in the mo dern world, 
"This could explain our at¬ 
titude that smell is unimpor¬ 
tant, compared to hearing 
and vision," Keller said. 

He added that up nght pos¬ 
ture, which raised humans' 
noses far from the ground 
where odors often emanate, 
may also have contnbuted. 

The sense of smell is 
closely linked to human be¬ 
havior and the researchers 
stressed that studying it 
could shed light on how the 
human brain processes com¬ 
plex information. 


Google toughens security 
with Gmail encryption 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Google said its popular 
Gmail service would use en¬ 
cryption to til wart snooping, 
in the latest move by the tech 
sector reassunng customers 
following revelations about 
US surveillance programs. 

" Your email is imp ortant to 
you, and making sure it slays 
safe and always available is 
important to us," Gmail engi- 
neenng security cluef Nicolas 
Lidzborski said in a blog 
post 

Google has already begun 
scrambling mo St oftlie traffic 
at its websites as technology 
firms grapple witli moves by 
US intelligence agencies to 
spy on what people are doing 
and sharing online. 

And similar moves have 
been announced by Yahoo, 
Microsoft and Facebook to 


use encryption that limits the 
ability 0 f a third party to read 
messages or emails. 

US tech firms have been 
ranipmgup encryption since 
last year's explosive revela¬ 
tions about the vast surveil¬ 
lance capabilities of tlie 
National Security Agency 
and other intelligence serv¬ 
ices, based on leaked docu¬ 
ments 

Some reports say the NSA 
had been able to access tlie 
data centers of Google and 
other Web hmis. 

Experts say encryption 
generally prevents outsiders 
from intercepting a person's 
messages or documents, but 
that a persistent effort can 
gam access through malware 
or otlier nietliods that tnck a 
person into revealing pass¬ 
words 
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Credit Suisse to 
pay $885 mn over 
US mortgage bonds 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Swiss bank Credit Suisse 
agreed Friday to pay 
milliDn to settle US charges it 
sold shoddy mortgage bonds 
to Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac ahead of the financial 
crisis. 

Credit Suisse will pay 
about $651 million to Fannie 
and $234 million to Freddie, 
said the Federal Housing Fi¬ 
nance Agency, tlie conserva¬ 
tor of the two companies 
rescued by government dur¬ 
ing the 2 DOS financial cnsis. 

The FHFA said the settle¬ 
ment resolves all of its claims 
in two lawsuits against Credit 
Suisse. 

The claims alleged that 
Credit Suisse misrepresented 
the quality of billions of dol¬ 
lars of mortgage-backed se- 
cunties it sold to Freddie and 
Fannie dunng 2DD5-2DQ7 

Credit Suisse agreed to tlie 
settlement wlule still "vigor¬ 
ously" denying the allega¬ 
tions 111 botli cases. 

The agency said the bank's 
documentation for the secun- 
ties contained misstatements 
and omissions of material 
facts concenung tlie quality 
of the underlying mortgage 
loans, the creditworthiness of 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 




the borrowers, and the prac¬ 
tices used to originate such 
loans. 

Dunng the years-long 
housing bubble, banks' loose 
lending practices extended 
sub-pnme mortgages to bor¬ 
rowers with patchy icredit and 
at-risk finances. Tliose bor¬ 
rowers began to default on 
the loans, spurring tlie sub- 
pnme crisis that collapsed tlie 
bubble andledtothe 2DOS fi¬ 
nancial cnsis. 

The FHFA was created in 
2DOS to oversee the govem- 
nient's conservatorship of 
Fannie and Freddie, which 
back most of the mortgages 
financed in the United 
States. 

Since tlie beginning of the 
year, tlie FHFA has an¬ 
nounced $2.26 billion in set¬ 
tlements, including the latest 
witli Credit Siusse. Wail 
Street bank Morgan Stanley 
p aid $ 1.25 billion and French 
bank Societe Generale paid 
$ 122 million in February. 


Media General to buy LIN in 
$2.6 bn US broadcast deal 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
broadcaster Media General 
said Fnday it will buy LIN 
Media in a $2.6 billion deal 
til at creates the nation's sec¬ 
ond-largest television broad¬ 
casting company and a digital 
media p owerhouse. 

Tlie merged company will 
own and operate or service 
74 television stations across 
46 markets, and serve some 
26.5 million households, or 
23 percent of tlie US market. 
Media General said m a state¬ 
ment 

Tlie stock-and-cash merger 
pays about LIN $27.S2 per 
share, a 2S percent premium 
for the multimedia company 

Media General will pay 
$763 million in cash and the 
equivalent of$S53 million in 
shares, based on its closing 
share pnce on Thursday. 

In addition. Media General 
will assume LIN's debt of 
$963 million, bringing the 
total value of tlie transaction 
to $2.6 billion. 

Media General, partly 
owned by tycoon Warren 
Buffett's Berkshire Hath¬ 


away, will form a new hold¬ 
ing company tliat will be 
named Media General 

■Combining Media Gen¬ 
eral and LIN Media will cre¬ 
ate the second-largest 
pure-play TV broadcasting 
company in the United 
States, a financially strong or- 
gamzation tliat will have op¬ 
portunities for profitable 
growth greater than either 
company could achieve on its 
own," Media General chair¬ 
man J. Stewart Bryan said in 
tlie statement. 

■The prospects for digital 
media growtli are particularly 
exciting." 

In addition to the websites 
associated with each sta¬ 
tion, the new Media General 
will have a digital media 
portfolio that includes LIN 
Digital, LIN Mobile, Dedi¬ 
cated Media, HYFN, Nanii 
Media and Federated Media 

LIN will own about 36 per¬ 
cent of the new company, 
winch will remain headquar¬ 
tered in Riclimond, Virginia. 
General Media noted that 
some of the TV stations may 


have to swapped or sold to 
address regulatory issues 

Tlie deal is subject to 
shareholders and regulatory 
approval. Tlie companies ex¬ 
pect the transaction to close 
in early 2015. 

Investors liked the deal. 
Shares in Media General 
surged 4 7 percent to $1S.15 
and LIN surged 22.1 percent 
to $26.23. 

Hie new company will 
rank second to Tnbune Com¬ 
pany, which became the 
largest US commercial TV 
station owner in 2D 13 after 
buying Lo cal TV for $ 2.7 bil¬ 
lion in cash. 

Media General had been in 
tlie newspaper business for 
more than 16 D years when it 
started selling off newspapers 
111 2D 12 as the industry strug¬ 
gled 111 tlie face of digital 
competition. 

It sold 63 newspapers to 
Buffett's Berkslure Hathaway 
for $142 million in casli, say¬ 
ing it would use the proceeds 
to pay down debt. Berkshire 
holds a stake in Media Gen¬ 
eral. 


Oil market rallies on Ukraine 
tensions before weekend 


LONDON (AFP) - Global 
ail pnces rose Friday on ten¬ 
sions 111 Ukraine, but gains 
were tempered by tlie strong 
dollar as tlie Federal Preserve 
lunted at an interest rate rise 
early next year. 

New York's main contract. 
West Texas Intermediate 
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Current as of: 

CvraBcy 

Bil^p 

iByiHI 

Selling 

03/21,/2014 


rtf* 

baniiiMtu 


Rflic 

USA 

USD 

1.77 

1.7t 

1.** 

Dutch Antilles 

ANG 

9t.it 

ito.tt 

1**.l* 

Canada 

CAD 

1-77 

1.7* 

i-ii 

Britiain 

GBP 

2pii 

2.** 

2,91 

Switzerland 

CHF 

1*1.71 

1*2.43 

292,tl 

Netherlands 

EUR 

29«.3* 

232.i* 

247.** 

Sweden 

SEK 

1S.91 

2C.» 

2t.2t 

Denmark 

DKK 

9i.2l 

2*-*5 

2JM 

Noiway 

NOK 

2l.i7 

31.19 

29.t7 

Japan 

JPY 

214.it 

21l.t4 

17S.71 


(per 10,000} 

All rates tor amounis up to AWG 100,011 per item. 


(WTI) for delivery in April 
delivery, jumped $1.23 to 
$IDD.13 abarrel. 

Brent North Sea crude for 
May gained $1.D6 to Si D7.5t 
per barrel, fi’om Tliursday's 
closing level, 

■The oil market is being 
driven higher by increased 
fears of a disruption in crude 
supplies following the expan¬ 
sion of US sanctions against 
Russia," said analysts at Lon¬ 
don-based brokerage PVM, 

Traders are closely mo in¬ 
to ring events in eastern Eu¬ 
rope after Russia absorbed 
the Crimean peninsula fol¬ 
lowing a controversial refer¬ 
endum slammed as illegal by 
the West, 

US President Barack 
Obama announced Thursday 
expanded sanctions against 
Russian officials, and min¬ 
utes later tlie Kremlin struck 
back witli travel bans against 
US officials and lawmakers, 
including the leaders of both 
chambers of Congress. 

Russia provides about a 
quarter of Europe's natural 


gas supplies, with a signifi¬ 
cant portion of that flowing 
tlirough pipelines that cross 
Ukraine. 

Traders fear that an escala¬ 
tion of the crisis would dis¬ 
rupt those supplies. 

Analysts also noted tliat the 
new US sanctions targeted 
Paissian billionaire Gemiady 
Timchenko, a co-founder of 
Gunvor, a leading independ¬ 
ent commodity trading com¬ 
pany involved in the oil and 
energy markets. 

New York oil prices had 
slid belowr $100 a barrel an 
Thursday as tlie dollar 
strengthened. 

Hie dollar surged on 
Wednesday after Janet Yellen 
said a rate nse could came 
" around six maiiths^ after the 
Fed's stimulus programme 
ends. 

Economists took that to 
mean an increase in borrow¬ 
ing costs in the first half of 
2015, against previous fore¬ 
casts of a hike in the latter 
part of die year. 
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1. 

4. 

8. 


ACROSS 

Crowd’s cheer 
Recipe abbr. 
Football 
player's 
protection 

12. 'This_ 

recording'’ <2 
wrds.) 

T rosseSr 
"Exodus' 
author 

15. "^4oo^llght_" 

16. VIP’s staffer 

17. Public violence 


1 

2 

3 

12 



ia 




13 

22 

23 


2@ 



32 
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10. Howl 


winner Burke 

3. Rita of film 


forte 

20. Exonerates 

46. 

Perlman of 

4. Native of 

30. 

Similar 

22. Helen of 


"Cheefs" 

Bangkok 

31. 

Leg 

24, Soomtul smile 

40. 

play character 

5, Dips out water 


extremities 

26. Sultan’s wives 

49. 

Sheriff Taylor’s 

6. Funnyman 

34. 

Expression of 

28. Poem of 


boy 

Caesar 


regret 

praise 

51, 

Tachometer 

7, Go before 

39. 

Employment 

29. British fliers' 


letters 

0. More refined 

40. 

Crack 

SP 

S4, 

"It was 

9, Diva'$ solo 

41. 

Carpenter's 

32. Ottawa's prov. 


dream’' (2 

10. Fashion 


need 

33. Supply 


wds.) 

design name 

43. 

Prepare for 

refreshments 

55. 

River of 

11. Fast Jets 


finals 

35. Barely get by 


Arizona 

(abbr.) 

44. 

Puncture 

36. Cry of disgust 

56. 

Talk lovingly 

19. Positive vote 

45. 

Parisian 

37. Lifesaving skill 

57. 

Humble 

21. Ogles 


pronoun 

(abbr.) 

58, 

Scream 

22. You, once 

47. 

Make weil 

38. ■'If You Knew 

59. 

Laughing 

23. Went ‘‘ding- 

50. 

Key lime 

B- 


sound 

dong” 

52. 

Edgar Allan 

40. Expre^ed 



25, Dame 



disapproval 


DOWN 

University 

53. 

Stooge with 

42. Faxed 

1, 

Leaf'^ vein 

27, "Star Trek" 


bangs 

43. "Dancing with 

2, 

Thin_rail (2 

doctor 



the Stars" 


wds.) 

29. Scientist’s 






DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 

Mrt. 22 - Mrt. 29 


O'stadI: * Bvtica Sta. Cruz S.N: ‘Botica San Lucas 




Center for Hemodiafysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.5S0‘2B40/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-&9S9 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
TeL 564-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
5&3-1190 

Moa-Thu. 9 p.m,-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer's Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

llgleplidne 

Alumbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horado Oduber Hospital 
Tel 5274000 

EMERGENCV 

Telephone 911 
POLICE HDQS 
Telephone 10O 

TAXI 
C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 567-5900 
In OranjesEad: 

Tel. 532'2116, 582-1604 
582-5447 
In San Nicolas 
Tel. 534-5160, 584-6602 
professional taxi services 
TeL 538-0035 
Af Att0tt 
W&rtdays fi'7prfi 
SaDaria Lilb^r a in Ncorti 
Tel; 5€7335e r 5S3S9SB 
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O Condominiums 

A small, exclusive boutique condo resort tailored 
to you r taste 



Aruba’s most successfi.il 
developers of secure, supe¬ 
rior coiimiunities for bath 
the per- maiient and part 
time resident market, will 
soon break ground on what 
tliey consider their most ex¬ 
clusive project to date. 
Known for 15 years of un¬ 
matched quality and service, 
tlie Cas Bon people are 
proud to unveil their new pet 


project: O Condominiums. 
Tins IS the same company 
winch developed the inno¬ 
vative Gold Coast Villas 
community in Malmok. 

Renowned for reliable 
onstructiDn, developers of □ 
Condominiums consider the 
boutique community will be 
the “jewel in tlie crown” of 
tlie nine proj ects they have 
successfully completed and 


maintain. It is only three sto¬ 
nes and twenty luxunous 
umts, of which 14 will be 
oceanfiront, the remainder, 
ocean view. Sizes range from 
one bedroom condominiums 
with a bath and a half to 
three-bedrooms, each bed¬ 
room witli its own batli, and 
an additional guest halfihath. 
Tlie designs include a family 
entertainment room tliat will 


be specially fitted 
with electronic and 
Internet connec¬ 
tions and outlets 
enabling a state- of- 
the-art-home the¬ 
ater. An important 
aspect of this sin¬ 
gular facility is 
owners have vari¬ 
ous options to cus¬ 
tomize kitchens 
and fixtures to their 
paiticular tastes 
and standards. 

Each apartment 
sports an extremely 
spacious 35 square 
meter covered ter¬ 
race overlooking 
the sea. Windows 
will be double- 
palled and doors 
have weather stripping to in¬ 
sure less cost on air-condi¬ 
tioning, which IS integrated 
mto construction. Homeown¬ 
ers will have input into tlie 
finishing they prefer in tlie 
kitchen and other rooms, to 
customize your coiido- 
miniuni to your taste. Public 
amenities will include an el¬ 
egant pool deck, concierge 


services, lounge area, BBQ 
station, fitness room, as¬ 
signed parking, additional 
outside storage for bicycles 
and personal items, and 24- 
hour security. A quiet, se¬ 
cluded section of Eagle 
beach is only a few steps 
firom tlie firont door 

O Condominiums offi¬ 
cially opened the doors of 
their sales office onsite at 
Eagle Beach on December 
24 Interested parties can in¬ 
spect the project in a spa¬ 
cious plot right next to the 
goumiet Screaming Eagle 
restaurant Tlie project is di¬ 
rected towards discerning 
clients seeking a top quality 
property on Aruba in an 
ideal, tranquil, beachfront 
location Prospective prop¬ 
erty owners will find the 
Cas Bon p eople enj oy an ex- 
ceptional reputation on 
Aruba for excellence and re¬ 
liability. 

Contact the sales oflice 
at 297-732-0000/ 297-287- 
5300 or visit thar web¬ 
site: http://www. o-ea gl eh ea 
ch aruba. com 


Discover authentic Aruban cuisine at 

The Qubbu’s 





first won tins charming eateiy 
their loyal dieutele. She can be 
CO imte d on 1 0 b e c onj unu g up 
the dell Cl DUS dishes that hav^e 
been in her family for genera¬ 
tion. As Varella says, “My 
mom loves and lives to cook 
Even when she is not at work 
in the restaurant, slie is exper¬ 
imenting witli new dishes all 
day at home 

She IS the Queen of Uie 
Kitchen." 

Be sure to tiy Luisa‘s ac¬ 
claimed “Garni Stoba di Ma- 


macln” -“ Grandma’s Beef 

Stew,” or their fi'esh, whole 
snapper, with Mama Luisa's 
delectable salsa cnollo Don't 
miss the speaalty of the house, 
a favorite local delicacy 
Keshi Yena -“Filled Cheese." 
TliLS IS a tasty, filling stew of 
chicken, witli other ingredients 
that are handy that day, aU in¬ 
cased m a tlnck skin of melted 
Gouda. It IS satisfying and par¬ 
ticularly memorable Regional 
side dishes and some of 
Mama's secret recipe prepara¬ 


Moma Luisa hard at woi‘k in tho kitchen 


tion of banana hasa and 
creamy potatoes provide a de¬ 
liciously picturesque meal. 

The Queen's is located on 
the second level of Palm Beach 
Plaza tucked into a cozy comei' 
at Are front of the mall. If you 
have a mind to tty the real deal 
in Aruban food, witliout a 
doubt, tins IS the way to go, rea¬ 
sonably piiced and easily acces¬ 
sible. A full menu can be seen 
on their website, http://wwwthe 


queensaiTiba. com/. 

Aside fi'om an extensive re¬ 
gular menu they also have 
daily specials made from 
whatever is in season, and 
Mama Luisa is in the mood to 
prepare, so don't be shy about 
asking for something tliatmay 
no be on the menu, as they are 
always eager to please 

The Qfieert\^ ix speii daily 
frffm^:OQpm- of¬ 

fering boHi htdoor ajtd out¬ 
door (^ling. 


Enjoy a tnie taste of Aruba 
without having to travel in the 
chai’min g surr o unthngsofThe 
Queen's Restaurant in the Palm 
Beach Plaza Mall. Your host, 
Varella Innocencia has 
brought her very popular' 
Oranjestad eatery to Palm 
Beach, showcasing autlieiitic 
local cuisine only a short walk 
away fi'om the maj or resorts. 

The "hipper" and elegant 
new digs offer beautiful views, 
but Mama Lusia's magical 
touch in the kitchen is what 
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BOSS 

HUGO BOSS 



Ennmasiraat Marg 0 nl:!i 

Downtown 

HOunsi: S;3Ch IpI 1 pin (MonThTU Saif 
Phone: 4297}5SB-B4{]& 


NBAs Dirran# ne#s 35 poinis to laad 
Thuitdcr iriumph 



CLEVELAND(AFP) - NBA 
sconng leader Kevin Durant 
had 35 points, 11 rebounds 
and SIX assists Tliursday to 
power the Oklahoma City 
Tliunder over host Cleveland 
102-95. 

Spaniard Serge Ibaka con- 
tnbuted Ifi points and 11 re¬ 
bounds while Reggie Jackson 
added 13 points and six as¬ 
sists in Dklalioma City's 
fourth win in five games. 

Tliunder star guard Russell 
Westbrook did not play in 
order to rest lus right knee 
just one month after retummg 
firom surgery that had side¬ 
lined him for almost two 
months. 

E>ion Waiters scored 30 
points to lead Cleveland, 
which lost for tlie third game 
in a row and seventli time in 
nine starts. Spencer Hawes 
added 20 points for Cleveland. 


Tlie Thunder improved to 
50-LS, mat clung Indiana for 
the second-best record in the 
NBA behind San Antonio. 

The Cavaliers, who trailed 
by as many as 21 in tlie 
fourth quarter, made a 1(5-2 
run to pull witliin 97-92 witli 
72 seconds remaining. 

But Durant sank four late 
free throws to seal Cleve¬ 


land's fate. 

At 26-43, the Cavaliers are 
6.5 games belund Atlanta for 
the last Eastern Conference 
playoff spot. 

Oklahoma City connected 
on 33-of-S9 shots from the 
floor and outrebounded the 
Cavaliers 53-36, although 
they surrendered 24 points 
off 13 turnovers. 


Brtefss 



TENNIS: - MIAMI (AFP) - Roger Federer began h\s 
campaign atthe WTA and ATP Miami Masters on Friday 
wtth a 64, 7-6 (7/4f defeat of Ivo Karlovic. The fifth- 
seeded Swiss, now 11-1 a{f-time against the Croatian, 
was impeccable in the opening set, losing his only point 
on serve as he stood S-4, 40-0 moments before serving 
out the opener. A winning tie-break in the second finally 
made the difference for Federer, now 42-12 in Miami with 
titles in 2005 and 2006.-Federer missed the tournament 
a year ago as he rested with back pain but has turned 
his 2014 season around after a low-key 2013. Last week¬ 
end's finalist at Indian Wells withstood 13 aces from the 
big-hitting Croatian in Fi1dav's74^inute win. 



Motorcycling:- OOHA (AFP)- Spain^sAleix £spar- 
garo completed a clean-sweep of all three practice ses¬ 
sions for the season-opening Qatar Grand Prix while 
world champion Marc Marquez emerged as the fastest 
of the MotoGP title favourites. Espargaro clocked Imin 
54.773sec in Filday's second session after also topping 
the time charts earlier in the day as well as on Thursday 
ahead of Sunday's race under the desert floodlights at 
Losail. Italy's Ducati rider Andrea lannone was second 
overall at 0.413sec off the pace with Honda's Alvaro 
Bautista in third and Andrea Dovizioso, on another 
Ducati, in fourth spot. 



NFL: ALAMEDA - The Raiders have found their 
quarterback, reaching an agreement Friday to acquire 
Houston's MattSchaub for a late-round draft pick. ESPN 
first reported the trade. Scliaub, 32, is a two-time Pro 
Bowl quarterback who struggled forthe Texans last sea¬ 
son, losing his job to Case Keenum. Houston, which 
signed free-agent quarterback Ryan Fitzpatrick Thurs¬ 
day, had no intention of retaining Schaub, who carries a 
510 million salary in 2014. 
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AP TO REQIVE A FREE 'ORANe:ETUirF 


Stoii^MRestaiimttf BarEmr^Froin 

DmiKrSalaA tcmadilcluaSreut l«CMaill 

or Cbmlate 

. j PrtitellIrtHliwKi 

&Miprftliied^ „ Of 

Vanilla 


MON DAY THRU SATURDAY 8'1 1 AM 

2 (FRfEP, ^CRAMBLEP OR POACHEP) 
WITH BACON, AND LINK SAUSACES. 
POTATOES, TOAST AND COFFEE OR TEA. 


Fikt of Grouper 

jUliarved mtii tahnieiw 
BaliedPtitalDDitstU'FinioiiS ^StDie 

Located at: 

PLATA LlNDAr^ 
cfifACH-RESORT 


'Romancing the Stone, at 


Restaurant 


EARL ' f* Bird S PE tr iXL 


Looking back at the Chile 
2014 Couth American Games 



games and supported the nu¬ 
merous athletes m tlieir dif¬ 
ferent sports. 

Each delegation has al¬ 
ready began preparing for the 
nest South American Games 
to be played in four years, 
301S winch IS scheduled to 
take place in the city of 
Cochabamba, Bolivia. UnE 
was the reason the Mayor of 
Cochabamba took the flag of 
the ODES UR Games 

As for the Aruban delega¬ 
tion, tliey now look b ack witli 
great satisfaction at the South 
American games. Stuart Smit 
achieved a Bronze medal, 
giving Aruba still an other 
milestone in international 
competitions at such a high 
level. 

Tlie Aruba delegaton re¬ 
turns fully charged to focus 
now on the Festival 
Olympico, Youtli Olympic 
Games, Juegos de Pi ay a and 
the Central Amen can of the 
Caribbean Games. 

All power to our Aruban 
delegation for the future 
championships on the hon- 
zon; you did great in Chile! 



□ RANJESTAD - Last Tues¬ 
day evening delegates of the 
14 participating countries met 
for the historic closing cere¬ 
monies at Plaza de la Mon- 
eda, Chile of lire 3014 South 
Amen can Games. In the 
presence of a gigantic public, 


recently elected President of 
Chile, Michele Bachelet led 
tlie closing ceremony 
Organizers thanked tlie city 
of Santiago, Chile for their 
hospitality during the long 
two weeks. More than a half 
a million people sited the 


Looking forward to 2014 
Landscape Basketball 
Championship results 



OPJlKTESTAD - Last 
Monday March 10th, em¬ 
ployees of the Landscaping 
of Flora Market, Divi Vil¬ 
lage, Marriott Hotel and 
Caribbean Drip Irngation 
began their annual champi¬ 
onship games. Family and 
friends gathered to watch 
and lend their support to the 
participants of this year's 
championship games. 

The championship games 
will end on March 28th with 
a final playoff between two 
teams On Monday, March 
10th the Divi Village played 
against Mamott Hotel with 
Divi Village winning with 
27-0. 

The second game played 
was between Flora Market 
and Caribbean Dnp Irnga¬ 
llon with the later winning 
Flora Market 32-11. 

On Wednesday March 
12th, Divi Village won 
Caribbean Dnp Drigation 
19S-13, while Flora Market 
won Marriott 30-10. On Fri¬ 
day, March 14th Caribbean 
Drip Irrigation won Marnott 
32-26, while Flora Market 


won Divi Village 24-21. 

On Wednesday Mai'ch 
19th Canbbean Dnp Dnga- 
tion won Flora Mai’ket 28-25 
and Div Village won Mar¬ 
riott 44-17 

The next game is sched¬ 
uled for Friday, March 21st 
between Marriott Hotel md 
Flora Market and Canbbean 
Drip Irngation andDivi Vil¬ 
lage. The final game will be 
played on March 28th at the 
Centro di Bano Brazil be¬ 
ginning at 8 00pm. Two 
teams will be playing for 
first place winners. Fvcferees 
of all these games are Andy 
Young, Pa ch en ell a Fa ch ard- 
son and Glenn on Eights 
Caim en Loefstop was at the 
table registering everything 
on paper. 

The teams are appealing 
to all their clients and fans 
to come out and support 
them on Mai'ch 28ili. Come 
and see B asketball played at 
its alltimebestandsee who 
will take home the Land¬ 
scape Basketball Champi¬ 
onship Cup for 2014. 
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Football: 
PSG players 
set for 
million euro 
bonus for 
winning Cl 

PARIS (AFP) - Pans Saint- 
Gennain players are in line 
for a record million euro 
bonus (£333,0DD, $1.3Sm) 
should tliey go on and win 
tlie Champions League for 
tlie first time this season, 
French media revealed. 

According to sports daily 
L'Equipe, tlie highest bonuses 
in football history are set to 
be handed out to the Ligue 1 
leaders as reward from their 
cash-laden Qatari owners, 
QSI {Qatar Sports Invest¬ 
ments), forreaclung ^d win¬ 
ning the May 24 final in 
Lisbon. 

Tlie paper said that it was 
top scorer Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
who negotiated the package 
with club president Nasser 
Al-Khelaifr, with whom he 
has a strong relationship. 

Tlie previous highest 
bonuses handed out were in 
tlie region of 300,000 euros 
(£6 67,0 0 0, $1.1 111 ) that B ay - 
em Munich players pocketed 
for their Champions League 
tnuniph last season as well as 
winning the Genii an title and 
German Cup. 

Real Madnd players are in 
line to pick up a paltry 
500,000 euros (£417,000, 
$633,000) in companson 
should tlie Spanish giants go 
on and win a record extend¬ 
ing 10th European Cup. 

Laurent Blanc's PSG side 
are eight points clear in Ligue 
1 and also set to play in the 
French League Cup final 
against Lyon on April 19. 
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Football: United lose Van Persie for up to six weeks 



LONDON (AFP) - Manches¬ 
ter United's underwhelming 
season received yet anotlier 
setback on Friday with the 
news that striker Robin van 
Persie will be out for four to 
SIX weeks witli a sprained 
knee 

Tlie Dutchman sustained 
tlie injury after scoring a hal- 
tnek against Olympiakos in 
tlie Champions League on 
Wednesday and news of the 
blow fell hours after United 
were paired witli Bayern Mu¬ 
nich. in the quaiter-finals. 


Van Persie, 30, stands to 
miss both legs of the tie 
against the defending cham¬ 
pions and will only be able to 
feature in two or three of 
United's final Premier 
League games if he is side¬ 
lined for tlie full SIX weeks. 

Tlie news arrives at an un¬ 
welcome juncture for United 
manager David Moyes, who 
had expressed hope that the 
3-0 victory over Olympiakos 
would prove a turning point 
111 a wretched season. 

United are currently IS 


pomts behind leaders Chelsea 
in the Premier League, 12 
pomts below the top four, and 


have been eliminated from 
both domestic cup competi¬ 
tions. 


Van Persie was stretchered 
oEE after taking a blow to tlie 
back of his knee during the 
mid-week game at Old Traf¬ 
ford, but Mayes initially 
played down the extent of his 
injury, saying it was 'hope¬ 
fully not too bad'. 

Van Persie was Umted's top 
scorer last seas 0 IX scaring 3D 
goals in all competitions as 
the club romped to the Pre¬ 
mier League title m Jus first 
campaign since arriving from 
Arsenal. 

























